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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,2,4,5,8,9,11,12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hieshima, et al (6063111). 

A stent/graft composite device formed from a flat preformed planar strip and stent 
assembly comprising: an elongate preformed non-textile planar strip of polymeric graft 
material having first and second opposed sudaces and a planar stent attached onto one 
of said opposed flat surfaces of said strip to fonn said flat strip assembly, said strip 
assembly being helically wound into a continuous tubular structure. A stent/graft 
composite device (Figure 2A) formed from a flat preformed planar strip (30,32) and 
stent assembly (10a) comprising: an elongate preformed non-textile planar strip of 
polymeric graft material having first and second opposed surfaces and a planar stent 
attached onto one of said opposed flat surfaces of said strip to form said flat strip 
assembly, said strip assembly being helically wound into a continuous tubular structure 
is disclosed by Hieshima, et al. 

Claim 2, see column 4, lines 25+ for teaching of overlap. 
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Claim 4, see planar strips 30 and 32. 

Claim 5, the stent is sealed between the two planar strips (column 4, lines 15+.). 
Claim 8, see figure 2A. 

Claim 9, see plurality of stent wires in figure 11 and supporting specification 
column 6, lines 30+. 

Claim 11, see column 3, lines 25+. 

Claims 12 and 13, see figure 1A. It is not clear how what structural 
characteristics distinguishes a planar wire from a planar ribbon. 

Claims 1,2,4,5,8,9,11,12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Martin et al (6042605). 

A stent/graft composite device formed from a flat preformed planar strip (8) and 
stent assembly comprising: an elongate preformed non-textile planar strip of polymeric 
graft material having first and second opposed surfaces and a planar stent (6) attached 
onto one of said opposed flat surfaces of said strip to form said flat strip assembly, said 
strip assembly being helically wound into a continuous tubular structure is disclosed by 
Martin, et al. 

Claim 3, the helical windings do not overlap. 

Claims 6 and 7, see column 14, lines 5+. 

Claim 8, see tubular structure shown in figurel A. 

Claim 9, see plurality of stent wires in the figures. 
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Claim 10, see linking of the stent wires in the figures. 
Claim 11, see column 13, Iines15+. 

Claims 1-9,11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Banas et al (6264684). 

A stent/graft composite device formed from a flat preformed planar strip (36) and 
stent assembly comprising: an elongate preformed non-textile planar strip of polymeric 
graft material having first and second opposed surfaces and a planar stent (38) 
attached onto one of said opposed flat surfaces of said strip to form said flat strip 
assembly, said strip assembly being helically wound into a continuous tubular structure 
is disclosed by Martin, et al. 

Claim 2, see figure 1 3 for teaching of overlap. 

Claim 3, see figures 1 and 4B for teaching of non-overlap. 

Claims 6 and 7, see column 4, lines 40+. 

Claim 8, see figures for tubular shape. 

Claim 1 1 , see column 3, lines 13+. 

Claim 12-13, see appropiate embodiments shown in figures 5-12. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID J ISABELLA whose telephone number is 703- 
308-3060. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-FRIDAY. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CORRINE MCDERMOTT can be reached on 703-308-21 1 1 . The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



872-9306. 
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